Engagement to Miss Brooks

In the meantime her ideal In his mind Is greatly
heightened and becomes a fresh source of inspira-
tion to his thought. He goes at his Buckle article,
which we have already seen was under way, with
renewed ardor, the while hoping that ere long she
may read it and like it, and that he may be able to
tell her that she was in no small degree an elemental
force in its composition.

Just as he was leaving for his Thanksgiving visit
to his grandmother, Fiske learned that Miss Brooks
was spending Thanksgiving week at her brother's
in Boston. He called upon her on his way to his
train, but did not find her at home. He cut short
his visit to his grandmother, and returned on Satur-
day of the Thanksgiving week. In the evening he
called upon Miss Brooks and was cordially received.
During the interview he asked if she was willing to
explain the nature of the "obligations" to which
she had referred In their conversation at Petersham.
This she said she was perfectly willing to do, and it
was arranged that he should call the next Monday
afternoon for the explanation.

It is needless to say that Fiske was prompt in
keeping the appointment, and it is quite probable
that he "cut" a recitation or lecture in so doing.
He found Miss Brooks knitting socks for the soldiers,
a very general occupation then for loyal women,
and he "lent a hand" in the unwinding of the yarn.

The '"obligation" proved to be a promise to her
brother John that she would not enter into cor-what these
